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EFditorial

by Mariam Francq

Practically, a few weeks have passed since about half of
the coordinating committee met near beautiful Graz
(southeast Austria), on volcanic grounds with a generous
continuous flow of energy from deep below. Not only
were we hosted like royalty with very gracious service,
but we bathed in beautiful landscapes and blossoming
nature to our full content. Such an environment was
obviously favourable for a truly friendly and efficient
meeting, thanks to our most generous host Gerald and
local organiser dear Karin from Schonau, Austria.

We deeply regretted the absence of some members of
the committee, particularly the organisers of next
October’s public conference. It is definitely not easy to
bring everyone together, even if planned in advance and
for a short period... Let us hope we will succeed in time.
Our appreciated counsellor, Christopher Clouder was
present, as well as chairperson, Mariam from APAPS
France, Marti, our marvellous secretary from Hungary,
Monica, deputy chairperson from sunny ltalia and Karin,
organizer of the spring meetings, plus dear Gerald. The
one and foremost issue which we all agreed upon
immediately was changing INSWaP to ENSWaP! The “I”
of international was replaced by “E” for EUROPEAN...
in order to stick to reality. Truly enough, all our
meetings so far have been attended by European
representatives or participants exclusively, which is
definitely understandable. HOWEVER, we wish to insist
that our conferences are OPEN TO ALL... European or
other! PLEASE TAKE NOTE!

The day following our meeting, our precious Marti had
whipped up very comprehensive minutes of our
conversations regards the message of the added value
of Waldorf, fundraising, guidelines for our conferences,
website, etc., etc. which you will read all about in her
report in  this issue of our newsletter.
May it go far, to as many Waldorf parents as possible...
from one end of the world to the other, so that we all
feel more and more part of an extraordinary family
counting many, many individuals who are eager to meet
and exchange emotions and experiences pertaining to
the education of our cherished youngsters during
ENSWAP gatherings, here and there.
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Movre than Baking Cakes -
Parent Involvement at
Steiner-Waldorf Schools

by Karin Smith

With kind permission from the author through Waldorf Resources
(www.waldorf-resources.org)

Introduction (by MD): below you will find an article that
helped me during various talks with parents and teachers. It
reflects in a clear way some of my thoughts when trying to
answer questions put to me by teachers and parents, such
as: “why aren’t parents more active?”, “why do teachers
not listen to us?”. | think you'll enjoy it as much as | do.
Thank you, Karin.

Parent partnership - or parent involvement - is a central
concept at Steiner Waldorf schools, but what do we mean
by it? Are we thinking of parents volunteering for help at
the annual fair or with cleaning the school? Are we talking
about “educating” parents at parents’ evenings? A
teachers meant to guide parents in family life
childcare? How can parents become actively enga
school development, what are the teachers' cont
and which aspects are important?

Waldorf schools were founded through a
this impulse lives in the dynamic triang
children and parents. In the course of ti
have in many schools become es
parents' jobs’, but is this still app
participation in schools has
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parents at the parents' eve
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that mothers are ‘hou
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ope to gain much from particular
hat teachers should address the parents in
or that and vice versa; but we can expect much
eachers and parents meet each other in the right
, with the right attitude. "Much depends on the
weldom ght intentions or inner attitude. This is true for the
wis direct encounter between parent and teacher but also
1 for everyone involved in the life of the school.

Appreciating qualities
Parents and teachers embody certain qualities. The
school is the teachers' daily work place where
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A way forward

In many schools it
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initial energy and enthusiasm. Aft
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established. This can allow for some cal

of the first few years, but we might miss the

pioneering generation. What skills and
cooperation are now needed? Who should b

which focus groups and participate in decision-
Discussions around some exiting new ideas for the

to school or plans to build a new playground, provi
opportunities to ask how parents can be involved in the
planning and implementation of such a venture. Should
parents be consulted when new teachers are employed
and if so, how would this be organised? Could parents be
involved in drawing up the criteria for new positions? How
do we create open opportunities in which the individual,
the situation of the child, the parents, teachers and class
community all have their proper space?

In the same boat

If we consciously want to be involved in a school, we also
have to say yes to cooperation. However, we might
encounter some pitfalls: The participants in a parents'
evening are people who have not necessarily chosen each
other to work with each other. It is indeed possible that
one person's views are not appreciated. It is possible that
we do not agree with the manner in which someone brings
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What Our Children
Need from Their
Elementary Schools to
Prepare Them for
Their Future

by Gitte Lassen

#
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Is the world different from when you were a child? Do you
think the world will be different when your child enters the
job market? As conscious, loving parents caring about our
children, we must ask ourselves what kind of elementary
school best prepares our children for the new world yet to
be.

Once upon a time, schools for the general public existed to
provide factory workers with a standard basic education
and so the school system created clones while subduing
students’ ability to think for themselves. Later, for decades,
schools made people for ‘the same job for a life-time’.
However, in this day and age, our children need a very
different kind of school because most of them will not be
factory workers and will not have one job for life. In fact,
the average adult now has three careers according to some
studies, which require something completely different of
the adult than what the school system prepares them for.
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| happen to know that there is a lot of beautiful changes
going on with the general school system worldwide; many
of those have received media attention, but I'm not sure
they are enough, and soon enough. To paraphrase Sir Ken
Robinson: “It's too late for a school evolution, we need a
revolution!”

Employers are crying out that they can’t use the young
people coming out of today's school systems because
they are educated for a world that no longer exists. They
have a lot of information, most of which is useless, but
don't know how to apply the information in a meaningful
way that makes them a valuable addition to a work place.
In fact, even having a college or university education is no
longer a guarantee of employment, as is seen in the
worldwide rise of unemployment in young people.

What is it, then, that the schools absolutely need to teach
our children? Two things are glaringly obvious:

Creativity. Creativity is not about art. Creativity is the
ability to come up with something new, to think outside
the box, to combine old information in new ways, to
explore what's possible, to think for themselves. In today's
world the ones who do well are the ones who can adapt
and come up with something new as the world is
changing. The ones who can't change are left behind. This
is true no matter what your work situation may be. The
most popular TED-talk addresses this exact issue and |
encourage you to watch it.

The ability to learn and re-learn. The world has
changed drastically, and so our school models must adapt
and change. Schools are still focused on imparting
information, something that has little relevance to today’s
world where all information is available with the click of a
button. (Do you remember the pointlessness of some of
the things you had to learn? | had to learn Latin in 9th
grade!) Rather, a good school teaches children how to
become life-long learners, and how to enjoy learning.

This is, of course, easier said than done and will take years,
as teachers must be re-educated, the curriculum re-
created; and the sad thing is, that by the time this is all
done, it may very well be outdated again due to the speed
of the changing world.

Creativity and the ability to learn and re-learn are just two
of several things conscious parents must consider when
choosing the best school for their children according to
modern research on educational pedagogy.
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ENSWaP Conference October 2015

Stockholm
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Dear Waldorf parents and friends of
Steiner-Waldorf education!

We are pleased to invite you to our annual
conference, which will be held in Stockholm this
year. Here is some practical information for you. In
case you have further questions please don't
hesitate to contact:

Mikael.cederqvist@gmail.com,

tel.: + 46 (0) 70 896 35 32
Lena.johansson.dechateau@gmail.com
tel.: +46(0) 709 99 12 33

Registration: please fill in the registration form
attached and return to
fredrikafredmark@gmail.com

Registration fee: €120,- / adult, payment at the
latest by 15st of september. The fee includes
2x lunch, 2x dinner, all beverages, guided tour in
Stockholm, programme for 2 %2 days.

Children/teenagers:
Childcare facilities and an activity programme for
teenagers will be on offer for a small additional

charge

Accommodation:

Please contact and book directly. 3 hotels are
special INSWaP

available at conditions for

participants until 31st of July. Keyword
“Rudolf Steiner Schule”. See attached file.

Meeting location: The meeting will be held at
Kristofferskolan ( https://www.kristofferskolan.se

), Bromma, in the western part of Stockholm. An
excursion will be made on Saturday to the
Antroposophical village in Overjarna, south of
Stockholm. There we will see the play
"Pinocchio”

Arrival:

By car: Krisofferskolan,
Marklandsbacken 11.

Arlanda International Airport :
Arlanda - Stockholm Central Station, Arlanda
Express (fast train) (
https://www.arlandaexpress.se ). Underground
green line, direction Héasselby to
Brommaplan.

Or a cheaper alternative is Arlanda bus, (
http://www.flygbussarna.se ). Arlanda - City
Terminal (Central Station). Underground green
line, direction Hasselby to Brommaplan.

You can see prices and order tickets ahead on
their websites.

Underground: More  information  on
http://sl.se/en/fares--tickets/. Contact SL-
center at the Central Station.

Bromma,
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ENSWaP’s

steering committee

Mikael Cederqvist, Sweden
organiser conference 2015

Christopher Clouder, UK/Italy
consultant

Karin Daurer, Austria
organiser conference 2014

Marti Domokos, Hungary
secretary and copy editor

Mariam Francq, France
chairperson

Lena Johansson, Sweden
organiser conference 2014

Gitte Lassen, Iceland
communications

Anita Legzdina, Latvia
treasurer

Hilde Lengali, Norway
account manager

Monica Picchi, Italy
deputy chairperson

Margarida Tavares, Italy and Portugal
newsletter

You can find more information about ENSWaP on
our website: www.waldorfparents.net

For questions, information and comments you can
contact our secretary on the following e-mail
address: marta.domokos@feherlofiawaldorf.hu

BN N\ F

ACCOMODATION

You can choose between the following three
accommodations which are close by. Please
contact the hotel and book directly.

Scandic hotell, Bromma: 30 single rooms
pre-booked for participants of the ENSWaP
conference until the 9th of September with

special offer.

Price per person/night: € 76,00 (Single room)

Double room / night € 86,00
3 min. walk from hotel to the school. Send your
booking to:
meeting.bromma@scandichotels.com including
the following data: name(s), credit card number,
expiring date of credit card, special offer
number: 45474271, Dates: 9-11 October

Flyg hotel: Only 8 single rooms available pre-
booked for participants of the ENSWaP
conference until the 9th of September with
special offer.

Price per person/night: € 70,00 (in single room)
Double room per night: € 92,20, 10 min. walk
from hotel to the school
Send your booking to: info@flyghotellet.se
including the following data: name(s), special
offer code: ENSWaP. Dates: 9-11 October

Kovikenyouthhostel
(http://www.koviken.se/). 33 beds. 2 or 4 beds
in the rooms.

Price per person/2 nights: € 21/ bed. About 7
min. by car, 8km (transfer will be organised).

Bring own bed linen. Send your booking to:
mikael.cederqvist@gmail.com
Name(s), Country, Payment:

Kristofferskolans Foraldraforening.
IBAN: SE89 9500 0099 6042 6451 0969
BIC: NDEASESS
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ristofferskolan

ENSWaP Conference 2015 Stockholm, October oth_1 1th

Please fill in and return to fredrikafredmark@gmail.com

Number of adults:
Name of adults:

Number of children:
Names of children and age:

Family name:
Country:
Phone:
@-mail:

Food restrictions: ( Ex. intolerance, vegetarian)

Registration fee: € 120,- /adult
Incl. 2x lunch, 2x dinner, all beverages, guided tour in Stockholm, programme for 2 '4 days
Payment: at the latest by 9th of September

Kristofferskolans Forildraforening
IBAN: SE89 9500 0099 6042 6451 0969
BIC: NDEASESS

Accommodation:

To be booked separately: 2 hotels an one hostel are available at special conditions for participants of
ENSWaP (see accommodation information sheet)

Childcare: Childcare facilities and an activity programme for teenagers will be on offer for a small
additional charge. Please let us know if you want to avail of these.
If travelling by plane please inform us of your time of arrival at and departure from Arlanda Airport

What else should we know:



